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that of Wittgenstein, as Russell notes when he states that Wittgenstein 

might want to lay stress on other parts of the book. Wittgenstein was 

interested in the mysticism and Russell in the logic. Russell's com

ments in the introduction attempt to dissociate the mysticism from the 

logic (even if the mysticism is tenable) so that the logic may receive 

the attention it deserves without the mysticism prejudicing its reception. 

The logical positivists of the Vienna Circle in reading the Tractatus 

also saw little importance in the 11\YStical remarks. It was only later 

when Wittgenstein met with them that they began to see that the mysticism 

was important to Wittgenstein. Ca map writes in his autobiography: 

Earlier, when we were reading Wittgenstein's book in the Circle, 
I had erroneously believed that his attitude toward metaphysics 
was similar to ours. I had not paid sufficient attention to the 
statements in his book about the 11\YStical, because his feelings 
and thoughts in this area were too divergent from mine. Only 
personal contact with him helped me to see more clearly his atti
tude at this point. (LWMP 36) 

When the positivists did become aware of the significance of the J1\YSticism 

to Wittgenstein, they, like Russell, continued to disregard it. Only 

Schlick paid any attention to it and this interest was not approved of 

by the other members of the circle. Ca map writes: 

Schlick himself was very strongly influenced by Wittgenstein both 
philosophically and personally. During the subsequent years, I 
had the impression that he sometimes abandoned his usually cool 
and critical attitude and accepted certain views and positions of 
Wittgenstein's without being able to defend th.em by rational 
arguments in the discussions of the circle. (LWMP 36-37) 

The disregard shown by Russell and the positivists for those parts of 

the Tractatus which Wittgenstein considered most important has been 

the source of much misunderstanding about Wittgenstein's early philosophy. 

As a result, Wittgenstein was erroneously viewed as a positivist by most 

of the rhi l osophi cal community despite the fact that many of the 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































